
   

Introductions, songs 
from Voices 
Foundation, Nursery 
rhymes and action 
songs.  

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 

 Focus on finding singing voice and 
participation. 

 Listening and responding 

 Gaining confidence with joining in songs 

 Combine songs with actions 

Christmas Presentation  
 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 

 Focus on learning repertoire for nativity 

 Working together to perform 

 Work to focus on diction and improve sense 
of pitch with some individuals for 
performance 

 All children participating at their level 

Project Songs: Pirates, 
action songs and VF 
songs.   

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 Continue finding singing voice 

 Actions and activities to focus on keeping 
pulse and clapping rhythms 

 Introduction of instruments – naming and 
playing, starting and stopping, playing in 
different ways, exploring tempo and dynamics. 

Project songs: Stories 
Instruments as 
accompaniment to 
stories 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using 
the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Continue to explore instrumental sounds and 
focus these on adding instrumental sounds to 
traditional stories in project. 

 Use vocabulary of High & low, Long & Short, 
Loud & Quiet, Fast & Slow 

Charanga Unit -  Big 
Bear Funk 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of 
high-quality live and recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using 
the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Find the pulse 

 Copy clapping rhythms 

 Sing Dance and Play song 
 

Project songs: 
Minibeasts and Under 
the sea, action songs 
and VF songs –  

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using 
the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 focus on keeping pulse and clapping rhythms.  
Introduction of instruments – naming and 
playing, starting and stopping, playing in 
different ways, exploring tempo and 
dynamics. 



 

Voices Foundation 
focus;  
Unit 1-8 
pitch/rhythm/dynamics 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 Individual singing 

 Copying song phrases 

 Recognising higher and lower 

 Finding the thinking voice 

Christmas Presentation  
 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 Focus on learning repertoire for nativity 

 Working together to perform 

 Work to focus on diction and improve sense of 
pitch with some individuals for performance 

 All children participating at their level 

Dinosaur Project – 
focussing on Pulse and 
Rhythm introducing taa 
and te-te and using 
instruments 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 Actions and activities to focus on keeping pulse 
and clapping rhythms 

 Continue use of instruments – naming and 
playing, starting and stopping, playing in different 
ways, exploring tempo and dynamics.  

 Repeat rhythm patterns and introduce rhythmic 
notation 

Exploring instruments 
through stories of The 
Gruffalo and other Julia 
Donaldson 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

 Continue to explore instrumental sounds and 
focus these on adding instrumental sounds to 
stories in project. 

 High & low, Long & Short, 

 Loud & Quiet, Fast & Slow 

Voices Foundation 
focus;  
Unit 9 –16 phrases, 
instruments, tempo and 
rhythmic notation 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

 Identify different classroom instrumental sounds. 
Identifying phrases in songs. Identifying rhythm 
and pulse through songs.  Recap on Dynamics, 
Tempo and Pitch. 

Charanga Unit  use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

 Introducing different styles listening and 
appraising. 

 Learn about the interrelated dimensions of music 

through:  Games  Singing  Playing instruments 

 Improvising 



 

Ongoing throughout year 

Recorder Course 
In preparation for next 
year’s First Access 
Programme the children 
learn to play the recorder, 
focusing on developing early 
instrumental skills 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically  Learn basics of recorder playing and 
through this learn more about notation, 
improvisation and performance.  

Big adventure – project 
focus on Uganda – African 
drumming workshop – 
continue work on rhythms 
introducing longer notes and 
rests. 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically  Continue rhythm work from Y1.   

 Consolidate understanding of call and 
response.  

 Progress from listen and echo to 
question and answer in rhythm 

 Use knowledge of rhythmic notation to 
underpin responses 

Christmas Presentation  use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 Focus on learning repertoire for nativity 

 Working together to perform 

 Work to focus on diction and improve 
sense of pitch with some individuals for 
performance 

 All children participating at their level 

Voices Foundation focus;  
Unit 17 – 23 including focus 
on Solfa names and notation 
as well as phrases 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 Demonstrating pitch change and 
melody shape 

 Concept of 4 beat metre 

 Introduce Soh & me 

 Distinguishing between pulse and 
rhythm 

 Performing and improvising 4 beat 
rhythm phrases 

Glockenspiel Stage 1 & 
notation B, A, G, E, D 
Focussing on reading and 
playing 2 notes using 
copying and notation.  
 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Consolidate learning of notation 
through recorder and apply to 
glockenspiel learning.   

 Add new notes C, D & E 

 Consolidate rhythmic notation 



 

  

Colour songs & Charanga 
Unit Friendship 
 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Introducing different styles listening 
and appraising. 

 Learn about the interrelated 

dimensions of music through:  Games 

 Singing  Playing instruments  
Improvising 

Voices Foundation focus;  
Unit 24 – 30 
including focus on Solfa 
names and notation as well 
as phrases – Musictrax 2 
 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Performing louder and quieter 

 Relationship between pulse and tempo 

 Introduction of Lah and singing and 
improvising using Lah together with Soh 
and Me 

 



 

  

First Access Programme 
Autumn 1, Spring 1 & 2, 
Summer 2 
All children learn to play an 
instrument in year 3.  
Ukulele Course 
The children learn to play 
the ukulele and to sing 
along. 
Fiddle Time  
To learn to play open strings 
pizzicato and with bows and 
to read notation. 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

 Learn about caring for instrument and 
parts of each instrument 

 Violin - Learn to play pizzicato and arco 
on open strings  

 Read notation and play accurately 

 Consolidate understanding of pitch and 
recognise different pitches of strings 

 Explore and improvise using notes 
learned 

 Ukulele - Learn about pitch and names 
of different strings 

 Introduce each chord and relate to song 

 Practice moving from one chord to 
another 

 Introduce Down strum, then up and 
then different strumming patterns 

Christmas Presentation  play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 Focus on learning repertoire for nativity 

 Working together to perform 

 Work to focus on diction and improve 
sense of pitch with some individuals for 
performance 

 Discuss what makes a good 
performance – how can we improve our 
performance? 

 All children participating at their level 

Summer Term 1 
BSO concert including 
introduction to Orchestra 
through Peter and the Wolf 
and Mozart Horn Concerto 
 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 Introduce Orchestra Instrument 
Families  

 Learn repertoire for BSO concert 

 Study instruments through Peter and 
the Wolf and the Mozart Horn Concerto 

 Discussion about where music comes in 
the history of music and look at 
timeline of familiar music 



 

Mamma Mia (Pop) Charanga 
Using Abba songs to 
combine singing, 
instrumental and rhythm 
work 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 Introducing the music of ABBA through 
listening and appraising. 

 Learn about the interrelated 

dimensions of music through:  Games 

 Singing  Playing instruments  
Improvising 

Christmas Presentation  play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 Focus on learning repertoire for nativity 

 Working together to perform 

 Work to focus on diction and improve 
sense of pitch with some individuals for 
performance 

 Discuss what makes a good 
performance – how can we improve our 
performance? 

 All children participating at their level 

Planets – focussing on Holst 
Planet Suite plus ternary 
form in Star Wars theme. 
String and Percussion 
Orchestral Instruments 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 Learning about the Composer Holst and 
the Suite of pieces – the Planet Suite 

 Put this in the context of music history 

 Identifying how each piece of music 
portrays the character of the piece – 
how are the interrelated dimensions of 
music combined? 

 Use rhythmic and melodic ostinatos to 
create a piece inspired by Mars – 
discussion about metre 

 Identify 3 aspects of each piece that can 
be used to create our own pieces 



 

  

Glockenspiel Stage 2 and 
Notation  
Focus on C, D, E, F on Glock 
Notation using FACE 
Vikings songs 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

 Extend learning about notation with 
further focus on glockenspiel. Notation 
using more pitches and more complex 
rhythmic notation 

 

Samba Reggae  play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 Build on Learning from Y3 in Samba 

 Identify instruments in samba band 

 Build up rhythms to a steady pulse - 
groove 

 Use call and response as breaks 

 Give opportunities for individuals to 
play different parts 

Voices Foundation recap - 
First Steps Age 7-11 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 Consolidate Voices Foundation learning 
from previous years and continue 
knowledge of pitch (Doh, Ray, Me, Soh, 
Lah) and rhythm (Ta, Te-te, Ta rest, 
Tikki-Tikki)  as well as introducing two 
part singing 



 

Rounds and Canons  
 
 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 Explore the effect of different notes 
played/sung together 

 Sing rounds in parts and accompany 
with 3 note chords 

 Internalise melody and play these by 
ear 

 Accompany songs with chords and 
ostinatos  

Classroom Jazz 1 and chords 
 Concord/Discord 
Learn the pieces the Three 
note Bossa and Five note 
Swing 
Focus on improvisation and 
Bossa Nova style 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 Learn to play the melody for two pieces 
of music 

 Explore improvisation within each piece 

 Learn to play middle 8 for each song 

Flamenco and Connect It – 
Ten Pieces 
Start of Arts Award 
 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 Follow up Flamenco workshop using 4 
beat rhythm patterns 

 Use own rhythm patterns to design 
dance focusing on sounds 

 Introduce Connect It and learn some 
body percussion patterns 

 Use these to plan own body percussion 
piece 

 Take part in Bamboo Tamboo workshop 
reinforcing rhythm skills and applying 
them in a practical context. 

 Combine all these experiences in class 
composition 

Easter Service - Focus on 
singing and performance 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 

 Focus on learning repertoire for Easter 
Service 

 Working together to perform 



 

  

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 Work to focus on diction and improve 
sense of pitch with some individuals for 
performance 

 Discuss what makes a good 
performance – how can we improve our 
performance? 

 All children participating at their level 

BSO concert focus on 
orchestra families - brass 
and woodwind - Continue 
Arts award 
Britten Young Person’s 
Guide to the Orchestra 
(theme and variation) 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 Recap on Orchestra Instrument Families  

 Learn repertoire for BSO concert 

 Study instruments through Britten’s 
Young Person Guide to the orchestra 

 Explore the Structure of Theme and 
Variations 

 Discussion about where music comes in 
the history of music and look at 
timeline of familiar music 

Ipad composition 
Basic introduction 

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 use technology appropriately 

 Learn how to use the basics of 
Garageband 

 Explore rhythm and tempo using Smart 
drums  

 Use Smart Instruments to compose 
short piece using ternary form 



Complete Arts Award 
I’ll be there (The Music of 
Michael Jackson) Charanga 
 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 Introducing the music of Michael 
Jackson through listening and 
appraising. 

 Learn about the interrelated 

dimensions of music through:  Games 

 Singing  Playing instruments  
Improvising 

Classroom Jazz 2 
Learn the pieces Bacharach 
Anorak and Meet the Blues 
Focus on improvisation and 
composition  
 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 Learn to play the melody for two pieces 
of music 

 Explore improvisation within each piece 

 Learn to play middle 8 for each song 

Ten Pieces – Britten Storm 
and Purcell Rondeau 
including rondo form 
(WW2?) 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 Listen to pieces of music and explore 
the effect of the interrelated 
dimensions of music 

 Use this as a basis of composition 

 Compare and contrast Pieces of music 

 Look at how music relates to Music 
History timeline 

 Find out more about composers 

Ipad Composition 
Stage 2 
 

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 use technology appropriately 

 Learn how to use the basics of 
Garageband 

 Explore rhythm and tempo using Smart 
drums  



 

 Use Smart Instruments to compose 
short piece using ternary form 

Samba Funk & Samba 
Maracatu 
 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 Build on Learning from Y3 in Samba 

 Identify instruments in samba band 

 Build up rhythms to a steady pulse - 
groove 

 Use call and response as breaks 

 Give opportunities for individuals to 
play different parts 

 Explore different styles of Samba – 
compare and contrast 

Leavers celebration  play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 Focus on learning repertoire. 

 Working together to perform 

 Work to focus on diction and improve 
sense of pitch with some individuals for 
performance 

 Discuss what makes a good 
performance – how can we improve our 
performance? 

 All children participating at their level 


