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RE vision 

 
Every child at St Katharine’s will have the opportunity to flourish in RE through the high-
quality, sequential teaching of a range of religious traditions and worldviews. Children will 
explore, ask and answer challenging questions through an enquiry-based approach, drawing on 
the disciplines of theology, philosophy and social sciences as a way of understanding what others 
believe and how this can impact on the way they may choose to live. 
 
A learner in RE will: 
- Acquire a rich, deep knowledge of a variety of beliefs and practices 
- Explore core concepts relating to religious traditions and worldviews  
- Develop both knowledge of religious traditions and worldviews and skills, including enquiry, 
analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection 
- Understand the role of foundational texts, beliefs, rituals and practices in a range of 
religious traditions and worldviews  
- Engage in discussions which encourage spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  
- Show tolerance of and respect for different religious traditions and worldviews  
- Appreciate the diverse, global nature of religious traditions and worldviews  
- Explore their own religious, spiritual and/or philosophical ways of seeing, living, thinking, 
believing and belonging  
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Colour coding 
Blue means this is a DISCOVERY unit. 
Green means this is an UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIANITY unit 
Purple is the concept underpinning your unit. 
Pink means this is a change from the previous year.  
Orange means a visitor or trip.  
 
 
Time allocation 
Key Stage 1: 36 hours per year    Key Stage 2: 45 hours per year.   
Christianity is studied within each year group and takes at least 50% of curriculum time.   

 
 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 
Christmas 

Spring 1 Spring 2 
Easter 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

F Why is the word ‘God’ so 
important to Christians? 

 
 

God/Creation 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity plays at 

Christmas? 
 

Incarnation 

Celebrations 
How do people 

celebrate? 
(Range of religions)  

 
Celebrations 

 

Why do Christians put a 
cross in an Easter garden? 

 
 

Salvation 

What makes people 
special? 

(Range of religions) 
New Unit 22/23 

 
Diversity 

What makes places 
special?  

(Range of religions) 
 
 

Holiness 

1 How important is 
Shabbat to Jewish 

children? 
 

Moved to Autumn Term 
rather than Summer Term 

23/24 
 

Living Judaism Visit 
Celebrations 

Why does Christmas 
matter to Christians? 

(Core learning)  
 
 

 Incarnation            
 

What is the good news 
Jesus brings? 

(Core learning) 
 

 
Gospel 

 

Why does Easter matter 
to Christians? 
(Core learning) 

 
 

 Salvation 

What do Christians 
believe God is like? 

(Teach half core learning 
and half digging deeper 

22/23) 
 

 Keith Jewell Q&A 
 

God  

How important are Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur to Jewish 
children? 
(Judaism) 

 
 
 

Celebrations 

2 How was the world 
made?  

(Change of question – 
same unit 22/23) 

 
 

What was special about 
Jesus’ birth? 

 (Digging Deeper) 
 
 
 

How much does 
thankfulness matter? 
(Change of question 

23/24) 
(Digging deeper) 

 Gospel 

What is the most 
important thing about 

the Easter story for 
Christians? 

(Digging Deeper) 
 Salvation 

Does going to a mosque 
give Muslims a sense of 

belonging? 
(Islam) 

Summer 1 now rather 
than Summer 2 22/23 

Does praying at regular 
intervals help a Muslim in 

his/her everyday life? 
(Islam) 

Muslim visitor (virtual) 
Summer 2 now rather 
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Creation/Fall  Incarnation 

 
  

Community and 
belonging 

than Summer 1 22/23 
Prayer 

 

3 How can Brahman be 
everywhere and in 

everything? 
(Sanatana Dharma) 

God 
 

Moved from Summer 2 
23/24 

  

Has Christmas lost its 
true meaning? 
(Christianity) 

 
 

Incarnation 

Would visiting the River 
Ganges feel special to a 

non-Santhani? 
(Sanatana Dharma) 

Celebrations  
Moved from Autumn 1 

23/24 

Why do Christians call the 
day Jesus dies ‘Good 

Friday’?  
(Core Learning) 

Salvation 

What kind of world did 
Jesus want? 

 
 

Gospel 

Do Sikhs think it is 
important to share? 

New Unit 23/24 
 

Sharing and community 

 
 
 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
Christmas 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
Easter 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

4 How important is it for 
Jewish people to do what 

God asks them to? 
(Judaism) 

 
Living Judaism Visit 

 
Celebrations 

 

Why do Christians think 
of Jesus as the light of the 

world? 
(Incarnation digging 

deeper) 
Keith Jewell Q&A  

 
Incarnation 

 

How special is the  

relationship Jewish 

people have with God? 

(Judaism) 

 

Moved from summer 

23/24 

 

Relationship with God / 

Covenant 

 

Why do Christians still 
remember the events of 

Easter week? 
(Digging Deeper) 

 
 

Salvation 

When Jesus left, what 
was the impact of 

Pentecost? 
(Core learning) 

 
 

Kingdom of God 

How important is the 
prophet Muhammed for 

Muslims? 
 

Muslim visitor 
New Unit 23/24 

 
The Prophet Muhammed 

5 What would Jesus do? 
(Core learning) 

 
 
 
 
 

Gospel 

Is the Christmas story 
true?  

 
 
 
 
 

Incarnation 
 
 

How can following God 
bring freedom and 

justice? 
 

 
People of God 

What did Jesus do to save 
human beings? 

(Salvation Y5 Core 
learning) 

 
 
 

 Salvation 
 
 

What is the best way for 
a Muslim to show 

commitment to God?  
(Islam) 

 
Key PREVENT unit 

 
Beliefs and practices 

 

How could Humanists 
lead good lives? 

(Humanism) 
Humanist visitor 

 
 

New Unit 22/23 
 

Empathy 
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6 Creation and Science, 
conflicting or 

complimentary? 
 

Keith Jewell Q&A 
Humanist visitor  

 
Creation / Fall 

 

Was Jesus the Messiah? 
(Core learning) 

 
 

 
 

Incarnation 

What kind of king is 
Jesus? 

(Core learning) 
 
 

 
Kingdom of God 

What difference does the 
resurrection make to 

Christians? 
(Y6 Core learning) 

 
 

Salvation 

What is the best way for 
a Santhani to show 

commitment to God? 
(Sanatana Dharma) 

 
 

Prayer and worship 

What is the best way for 
a Sikh to show 

commitment to God 
(Waheguru) ? 

 
New Unit 22/23 

 
 

Prayer and worship 
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Each Discovery enquiry follows this 4-Step Model:  

 

Step 1: ENGAGEMENT  

What is my own experience in my own world that might help me relate to the religion/ worldview in this enquiry?  

Can I resonate with the underpinning concept/human experience to be studied in my own world? (This may or may not 
have religion or a specific worldview in it)  

What is my current view towards these questions? What is my starting point?  

Skills  

Interpretation  

Empathy  

Attitudes  

Curiosity  

Appreciation  

Wonder  
 

Step 2: INVESTIGATION  

Can I find out the information I need to enable me to answer the key question/s of this enquiry?  

Skills  

Investigation  

Application  

Attitudes  

Critical awareness  

 

Step 3: EVALUATION  

Can I critically reflect on the key question/s and possible answers and substantiate with evidence from the knowledge I 
gained in step 2?  

Skills  

Discernment  

Analysis  

Evaluation  

Attitudes  

Open-mindedness  

 

Step 4: EXPRESSION  

Does what I’ve learnt in this enquiry change, strengthen or make a difference to my original starting point in step 1?  

What questions does this raise for me?  

Skills  

Expression  
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Reflection  

Synthesis  

Attitudes  

Self-awareness  
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Understanding Christianity  

Understanding Christianity explores core Christian concepts. It starts with exploring what the Bible says, placing these ideas 
within the wider Bible story using the ‘Big Frieze’ which we have a large version of in our courtyard. Each unit addresses a 
concept, such as God, Creation or Gospel, through some key questions. It looks at some important teachings found in key Bible 
texts, and then explores their impact for Christians. Pupils have opportunities to learn from the ideas explored. Each unit 
incorporates the three elements below: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The units of work usually begin with a ‘way in’, then flow from ‘Making sense of the text’, on to 
‘Understanding the impact’ of the text and the concept on the Church community and Christian living, then explore ‘Making 
connections’. This means that the move from text outwards through the world of the Christian and to the world of the pupil 
runs through each unit.  
 
There is flexibility and freedom within this structure, however, hence the overlapping circles in the above diagram, and 
teachers are free to weave together activities from different elements to enable pupils to achieve the outcomes.  

Concepts 
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Multi-disciplinary/balanced RE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

How can I improve my teaching in RE? 
 

 Begin each RE lesson with a ‘REvisit’, recapping learning from previous year groups. This is an 
effective way to ensure that children know the ‘non-negotiables’ and constantly recap key knowledge 
and skills from all religions and worldviews. 

 Use our SEASIDE Curriculum to enrich your RE teaching. E.g. Diversity - not all Christians are 
white British.  Can you show Christianity in a variety of cultures and countries? This applies to all 
of the religions and worldviews that we teach. We have a great resource called ‘Picturing 
Christianity’, which can be a helpful starting point for this. Jesus Mafa is a helpful resource for 
showing diverse representations of Christianity.  

 ‘Understanding Christianity’ and ‘Discovery’ allow for teachers to approach lesson planning creatively. 
Please ensure that the children have regular opportunities to be creative and expressive in their RE 
learning. They don’t always need to write! 

 Do not use ‘I’ or ‘we’. Try to avoid saying “Christians believe…” “Muslims believe…” etc. There is 
diversity within religions to try to use language such as most/some.  

 Give children opportunities to critically analyse and think reflectively. Encourage respectful debate. 
This is a skill which needs to be modelled and taught.  

 Always use a key question which you investigate through your RE project and discuss – don’t expect 
to find a right answer though! 

 Each unit is underpinned by a concept – refer to these throughout the enquiry. 

 Each unit contains key vocabulary – this is found in the progression pathway and should be weaved 
into each lesson.  

 Yellow highlighted text on the progression pathway are your ‘non-negotiables’. Every child must 
develop this knowledge/area of skill. Be relentless! 

 Discovery has assessment resources which are saved in ‘Shared Resources’ as well as knowledge 
organisers and examples of challenging questions you could ask the children within each year group. 

In order to achieve religious literacy, RE needs to provide a 
balance between the following three disciplines throughout the 
children’s learning: 
 
Theology – this is about believing. It looks at where beliefs come 
from and how they relate to each other.  
 
Philosophy – this is about thinking, finding out how and whether 
things make sense. It deals with questions of morals and ethics.  
 
Sociology – this is about living. It explores the diverse ways in 
which people practice their beliefs.  
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 The Salisbury Diocese have produced helpful assessment documents for ‘Understanding Christianity’ 
(See Assessment section of handbook) 

 Check (using the ladder in the handbook) that you are wording your LI correctly – the verb you 
choose within your learning intention is important and shows progression.  

 Think ‘learning without limits.’ Some children shine in RE when you least expect it! Think creatively 
about capturing these children’s responses in RE, even if their level of understanding doesn’t come 
through clearly in their writing.  

 Use artefacts, visitors and trips whenever possible. There are also a number of virtual tours of places 
of worship available online, as well as workshops on Zoom.  

 Don’t avoid the tricky questions! Remember you can always come back to the children with an answer 
later or ask them what they think which can lead to some brilliant respectful debates.  

 Encourage sensitivity and respect. Model how to engage in respectful debate and reinforce the 
importance of tolerance for alternate points of view.  

 Refer to the ‘Big Frieze’ (Understanding Christianity) and concepts to help support children’s 
understanding of the Christian narrative. 

 We cover a broad range of inspirational people and places, linking with our SEASIDE curriculum (see 
below). Allow time to explore these during your RE lessons.  

 Refer to worldviews as well as religions when you are discussing diversity within the community and 
the wider world. It is important that children understand that not everybody follows a religion.  

 Within the progression pathway, links have also been made with ‘Global Neighbours’. This could be as 
simple as a plenary style question as part of one lesson within that unit which sparks discussion 
relating to a ‘Global Neighbours’ theme.  
 
 

Remember to: 

 Assess at least once per term and record on Insight  

 Capture children’s responses during inputs and discussions -  this could be quotes on post it notes, 
photographs, artwork, writing etc. 
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Ladder of skills 
Use the ladder of skills below to help you to write learning intentions. The assessment framework will also 
support you with this. For example, do not write a learning intention such as “To draw a picture of 
creation” but rather “To retell the creation story.” This allows for flexibility in how the learning intention 
can be met.  
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Assessing children with SEND – a helpful tool: 
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Assessment and standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding Christianity 

 
When you come to planning a new unit, use the link below to take you to the relevant concept relating to 
your topic. This will show you what the children will be required to know when you are assessing their work 
and at which level they are working at. You can also use this to show you what evidence could be seen for 
greater depth, which will help with your questioning during the lessons.  
 
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/resources-library/schools1/re-support/assessment/understanding-christianity/assessment 

 

Discovery 

 
When you are planning from the discovery scheme of work, you will find the assessment criteria saved in: 
 
Common resources            Curriculum             RE            discovery RE for September 2017            
Assessment 
 
You can then click on your year group to find all the appropriate resources for assessing the children’s 
knowledge and understanding.  
 
 
 
  
 
 

https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/resources-library/schools1/re-support/assessment/understanding-christianity/assessment

